LPD
Town of Atherton

Town Administrative Offices
91 Ashfield Road

Atherton, California 94027
650-752-0500

Fax 650-688-6528

April 23, 2010

State of California

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
P. O. Box 3044

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

State of California

Department of Housing and Community Development
1800 Third Street
Sacramento, CA 95811-6942

Enclosed please find the Annual Report for calendar year 2009 on the Status of
the Atherton General Plan and Progress in its Implementation as required by

California Government Code Section 65400. This report consists of the items
listed below.

e Annual report to the Atherton City Council (legislative body) on the status
of the Atherton General Plan and progress in its implementation.

e Annual Element Progress Report — Housing Element Implementation:
January 1 — December 31, 2009 (Tables A, B & C)

» Analysis of Atherton General Plan with Adopted Office of Planning and
Research Guidelines.

Please accept this report for filing.

Very truly yours,
‘7/4/ng TECELVE

Neal J. Martin, Town Planner

APR 2 6 2010

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR




Item No.

DATE: FOR THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 23,2010
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
FROM: NEAL J. MARTIN, TOWN PLANNER

SUBJECT: 2009 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL ON THE ATHERTON
GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

RECOMMENDATION:

Accept the Annual Report and authorize its transmittal to the California Governor’s Office of
Planning and Research and the California Department of Housing and Community Development
pursuant to Section 65400 of the California Government Code (CGC).

BACKGROUND:

The State of California Statutes of 2005 (effective January 1, 2006) require the preparation of an
annual report to the local legislative body, the California Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research (OPR) and the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)
describing the foliowing:

1. The status of the local general plan and progress in its implementation.

[

. The progress in meeting its share of regional housing needs.

j8]

- The degree to which the local general plan complies with the adopted OPR guidelines.

o

- The date of the last revision to the local general plan.

2009 ANNUAL REPORT:

Status of the Atherton Genera! Plan and Progress in its Implementation

The Atherton General Plan was updated in 2002 and adopted by the City Council on November 20,
2002. Tt contains Land Use, Circulation, Housing, Open and Conservation, Noise, and Community
Safety Elements. The Housing Element, which is the only element required to be reviewed by
HCD, has been found to be “not in compliance” with the HCD review criteria. However, the
Atherton City Council adopted the Housing Element pursuant to CGC Section 65585(f)(2) and
included in its resolution of adoption written findings that explain the reasons the City Council
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believed that the element substantially complies with the requirements of the statute despite the
findings of HCD.

In 2008 the Atherton City Council embarked on the preparation of the 2007-14 Housing
Element Update. A draft of the Update was submitted to HCD in October 2009. Comments on the
draft were received from HCD late December 2009. Changes and additions to the draft were
resubmitted to HCD in March 2010. The Town is currently awaiting comments on the proposed
changes and additions from HCD.

Atherton is essentially built out in accordance with the policies stated in the General Plan. The
Sphere of Influence as adopted by the San Mateo Local Agency Formation Commission is
coterminous with the current City Limits. Essentially all of the existing parcels of land have been
developed with land uses consistent with the General Plan. All of the streets and highways
described in the General Plan are developed to their planned capacity. The entire infrastructure
needed to serve the planned land uses and population is in place with sufficient capacity to
accommodate the planned land uses and population.

Progress in meeting Atherton’s Share of Regional Housing Needs

CGC Section 65400(b)(2) provides: “The housing element portion of the annual report ... shall be
prepared through the use of forms and definitions adopted by the Department of Housing and
Community Development ...” The tables provided in Attachment 1 describe the progress made in
meeting Atherton’s share of regional housing needs.

Degree to which the Atherton General Plan complies with the Adopted OPR Guidelines

OPR adopted General Plan Guidelines in 2003 for use by local jurisdictions in the preparation of
their general plans. The Guidelines are permissive, not mandatory and are quite extensive. Staff
has prepared an analysis of the Atherton General Plan compared to the general criteria included in
the Guidelines along with an evaluation of the degree to which the Atherton General Plan complies
with the OPR Guidelines. That analysis is provided in Attachment 2. The analysis shows that the
Atherton General Plan is in substantial compliance with the adopted OPR Guidelines with a few
exceptions. During FY 2008-09 the City Council included funds in the City Budget to prepare
amendments to the General Plan in order to achieve compliance with the adopted OPR Guidelines.
Those draft amendments have been completed by Staff and are awaiting review and
recommendation by the General Plan Committee.

Date of the Last Revision to the Atherton General Plan

The last revision to the Atherton General Plan was adopted by the City Council on November 20,
2002,

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Accept the Annual Report.
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2. Provide direction to Staff for modification to the Annual Report.

~

3. Take no action.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

All costs associated with this project are paid for by the Town of Atherton from the Contract
Planner budget.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council accept the Annual Report and authorize its transmittal to
the California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research and the California Department of

Housing and Community Development pursuant to Section 65400 of the California Government
Code (CGC).

FORMAL MOTION:

I move that the City Council accept the Annual Report and authorize its transmittal to the California
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research and the California Department of Housing and
Community Development pursuant to Section 65400 of the California Government Code (CGC).

2

Neal ¥1 Martin, Town Planner

Attachments:

1. Annual Housing Element Progress Report — Tables A — C
2. Analysis of Atherton General Plan with OPR Guidelines
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